THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
from 1425 onward, which was at last to prove fatal to the
Lancastrian plans.
The Dauphin, Charles of Valois, had continued to assert
his claim, and had himself crowned King at Chartres. There
was as yet no reconciliation between Burgundy and the
Dauphin, but henceforward Burgundy remained neutral, and
Bedford had to depend upon his own comparatively small
English forces. Therefore the loss of France was inevitable;
it followed necessarily upon Gloucester's fatal marriage, which
he had backed up by sending forces to occupy as garrison his
wife's Belgian inheritance.
By 1426 Burgundy had begun actively attempting to hold
the Netherland districts of Jacqueline's inheritance against
Gloucester; and the Plantagenet Government, holding a council
in Paris, tried to retrieve the situation by crossing the Loire
and attacking the Dauphin in the territory which he held south
of that river, so as to make the little child Henry VI of England
and II of France King over all France, instead of only the
North, which he now held. The forces of the Dauphin, who
was the true legitimate King of France (though it was still
pretended that he was a bastard), held Orleans, and it was
impossible for the Plantagenet forces to act south of the river
until the large walled town of Orleans should be taken. By
the autumn of 1428 the town of Orleans was besieged by the
Plantagenet forces, who were commanded by the Earl of
Salisbury, a Montagu, forty years of age and with a long
experience of the wars. He had commanded under Henry V
ever since the beginning of these campaigns.
The Siege of Orleans. Joan of Arc* An attempt to
carry Orleans by assault failed, and Salisbury was killed in the
effort. He was succeeded in the command by William de la
Pole, Earl of Suffolk, a man of inferior military talent. Having
failed to carry Orleans by assault, Suffolk tried to reduce it by
famine; but the fatal weakness of the Plantagenets in this
campaign, 'ever since their quarrel with Burgundy, began to
appear—he had not enough men. He put up a number of
little block-houses in a circle round the city, but the gaps
between them were too wide, and the English investing force
was not numerous enough to prevent occasional raids bringing
reinforcements of men and food into the city. However, it
suffered heavily from increasing scarcity, and offered to sur-
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